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The objective of the 
Chetwynd Chamber of 

Commerce is  to 
promote and improve 
trade and commerce, 

as well as the 
economic, civic, and 

social welfare of 
Chetwynd and the 
surrounding area. 

Every year the Chamber takes a programming hiatus during the months of July and August. This 
is, in part, out of consideration for our Members, many of whom enjoy family holidays during 
these months. Also, this "quiet time" gives the Chamber team a chance to work on the next 
year of events and programming. - including Harvestfest! You can still stay connected with us 
through our social media, email and phone - or pop into the office - and we look forward to 
reconnecting with you in September! If you have any questions or if we can assist in any way, 
you can still reach us at the office (250) 788-3345.

Our response: South Peace Caribou Temporary 
Moratorium & Release of the Lekstrom Report
   The Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce has been working closely with other Peace Region chambers as 
well as the Concerned Citizens for Caribou Recovery on this very important issue. 
   We believe the moratorium on new resource development is an appropriate decision in order to prevent 
further erosion of Caribou habitat. 
The Federal and Provincial government have noted they will go forward with the signing of the Section 11 
draft agreement. However; “The government will continue to engage with communities and stakeholders 
and expects to sign the partnership agreement following that engagement. 
That process will include identifying opportunities to mitigate industrial impacts as a result of the 
moratoriums. Lekstrom will continue to act as a liaison between government and communities on caribou 
protection plans.” 
   The Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce looks forward to government implementing many of Lekstrom’s 
recommendations, such as: 
• “A comprehensive Socio-Economic Impact Analysis must be completed in cooperation with the impacted 
areas of the Partnership Agreement prior to the Agreement being finalized. 
• The province needs to work with the Forest Industry to identify ways to mitigate any negative impact on 
volume for the deferred zones. Through discussion this may then ensure AAC is made available from 
adjacent units. 
• “A clause that states it is not the intention of the agreement to impact negatively the industry which 
operates in the region and such a clause should reflect the view that supports the continued viability of 
industry. This clause can be discussed and developed by the parties engaged at the consultation table. 
   • Ensure enhanced, fair, and equitable representation on both the Caribou Recovery Committee and the 
Technical Working Group, 
• Develop the Central Group Caribou Motor-Vehicle Closure Plan in cooperation with user groups prior to 
the finalization of the Partnership Agreement and include it in the document 
• Moving forward with the PRRD and the District of Mackenzie to determine a possible overarching group 
that could be used as the lead table in discussions as they related to these issues, as well as any future issues 
that may impact the region. This group should include all of those referenced in recommendation 1, as well 
as First Nations if they would agree to participate. 
• Although not within the jurisdiction of the provincial government, I would recommend that the Federal 
government incorporate the need for a full and comprehensive Socio-Economic Impact Analysis be part of 
all at risk species deliberations under the act and such a section be included in an amended Federal Species 
at Risk legislation. 
“We’re very encouraged to see the BC government’s commitment to conducting a comprehensive and 
inclusive socio-economic impact assessment with the backcountry groups and local businesses of the Peace 
Region,” the BC Chamber of Commerce said. “The BC Chamber believes that this process is necessary to 
ensure that BC’s business community can thrive alongside our iconic caribou populations. We look 
forward to continue supporting the Provincial government with the insight of our business network on this 
important issue.”
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Open House
Work BC Peace River South hosted an 

Open House Grand Opening at their 
Chetwynd location  June 19. Staff had the 
building smudged and blessed and also 
offered guests coffee and snacks. Work 

BC is located in the old CIBC bank in 
downtown Chetwynd.

Shop Local  
Winner

BIG congratulations to Kayla MacDonald the
2019 Shop Local winner. Grand Prize of

$570 Chetwynd Shop Local Bucks!!! Happy
shopping Kaya! l#LiveLoveSupportLocal 
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May Power Lunch
On May 28, approximately 30 Chamber members 
attended our luncheon with keynote speaker Ramona 
Materi of Ingenia Consulting. Ramona was speaking on 
behalf of Northern Lights College and their Northeast 
Regional Labour Market Strategy.  Our next luncheon 
will be scheduled for September.



Featured  Business

TLC Community Thrift Shop & Training Centre
TLC Community Thrift Shop and Training Centre is a 
community thrift store carrying quality used clothing and 
household items. It is operated by the TLC Society, a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to make low-cost used goods 
and necessities available to the community while also providing 
work skills and job training for community members. It also 
provides basic essentials to individuals and families in need. 
The TLC Community Thrift Shop and Training Centre is 
completely self-sustaining, relying on sales from its shop for 
the ongoing cost of operation. In fact, it even gives back by 
donating to other local non-profits such as schools, churches 
and hospitals. TLC Community Thrift Shop and Training Centre 
promotes care for the earth by encouraging community 
members to donate used goods instead of sending them to the 
landfill. All clothing that comes in is washed before selling by 
the store’s staff and volunteers. 
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2019 
Minerals 

North 
Conference

From the Welcome 

Reception in beautiful Spirit 

Park to the Trade Show 

vendors to the numerous 

speakers to the 

tremendously amazing Gala 

to the closing ceremonies 

Friday afternoon the 31st 

Annual Minerals North 

Conference was deemed as 

one of the best ever! 

May 22-24, 2019
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This is a great opportunity
for all small locally owned

and non-franchise
businesses, including
artisans, crafters and
musicians. If you have

found it overwhelming to
try to produce professional
and polished  advertising
campaigns, and having a
personalized professional

website for your product is
something you  wanted but
don't have the resources to
maintain...Love Chetwynd

is for you!  
Northern Development

Initiative Trust has heavily
invested in this project to

help build small businesses
in  Northern BC. All sign up

costs go directly back to
supporting the local

advertising campaign and
are only used to support

the Love Chetwynd project.
Log onto

www.lovechetwynd.com for
more information!

Back to the Future: 
Alcohol and Interprovincial Trade Barriers

   Buckle up, let’s hop in the time machine and take a spin back to July 2017. Canadians are celebrating 

Canada’s 150th anniversary of Confederation, and businesses are trying to decipher the new Canadian Free 

Trade Agreement (CFTA) that had just been enacted following two years of federal-provincial-territorial 

negotiations. The result of these negotiations was an agreement that was, in their words not ours, “a 

comprehensive set of rules that will help achieve a modern and competitive economic union for all 

Canadians.”  

   As the CFTA was coming into force, there were signs this comprehensive set of rules was not all it 

was cracked up to be. During the CFTA negotiations, provinces and territories could not agree on opening 

up Canada’s archaic interprovincial alcohol rules and specifically excluded them from the agreement. 

Instead, they announced the creation of an alcohol beverages working group to assess options for 

liberalizing trade in alcohol. 

   Okay, back in the time machine we go. It is July 2018 in beautiful Saint Andrews, New Brunswick, 

where premiers are meeting to consider the recommendations from 12 months of negotiations by the 

working group. At this time, the provinces are only three months removed from the Supreme Court ruling 

in R. v. Comeau, which upheld that provinces and territories have broad constitutional authority to enact 

trade restricting legislation. 

   We were an intervener in this case and argued before the Supreme Court for a modern interpretation of 

our constitution that would guarantee free trade among the provinces and territories. Fresh off the Supreme 

Court’s ruling reserving internal trade restrictions that the provinces had argued for, surely they would be 

eager to demonstrate to businesses and consumers that they were ready to take action on their own terms to 

liberalize alcohol trade, right? Wrong. 

   During its year of meetings, the alcoholic beverages working group could not agree to ease the rules 

limiting the amount of alcohol Canadians can bring across provincial borders or to allow for direct-to- 

consumer alcohol purchases between provinces. Instead, premiers agreed in principle to increase personal 

exemption limits when crossing provincial/ territorial boundaries. They also “directed ministers to consider 

options to increase consumer choice and access to alcoholic beverages, and ensure that any proposed 

changes be done in a socially and fiscally responsible way.” As our President and CEO Perrin Beatty 

outlined in an op-ed with the Canadian Vintners Association afterwards, this progress was not a policy 

breakthrough for consumers or for Canadian wineries. 

   Next stop in our time machine is December 2018 in Montreal, Québec, where the premiers are meeting 

yet again to demonstrate “progress” in reducing interprovincial trade barriers. A meeting June 13, 2019 

2 only five months after the last must surely mean there was a big breakthrough in alcohol negotiations, 

right? Wrong. At the meeting, premiers reiterated that provinces and territories were moving to address 

personal exemption limits for individual transport and announced they were “developing an action plan to 

enhance trade in alcoholic beverages.” Their announcement also confidently stated that, “premiers have 

tasked responsible ministers with overseeing the timely implementation of this plan.”  

   Here we go, back in the time machine to a few weeks ago. It is May 2019, and the federal, provincial 

and territorial internal trade ministers are meeting again to unveil more “progress” on alcohol trade. Surely, 

this is finally the moment we would get glimpse of what “timely implementation” of a plan to liberalize 

alcohol trade would look like, right? Wrong. 

                                                                                                                    Continued on page 8
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5 minutes for business continued....
   Instead, ministers announced that governments had agreed to adopt the “action plan” alluded to in the previous meeting. The action 

plan includes a potpourri of bold commitments such as “developing an online bilingual information hub” for alcohol manufacturers, 

provinces and territories working “to make basic information on pricing policies for alcoholic beverages publicly available” and a 

“technically-focused working group to assess the feasibility of direct-toconsumer sales.” 

   For those less familiar with the dialect of internal trade speak, “action plan” translates loosely to “we cannot agree to anything major 

and will continue to kick this can down the road until our next meeting and next action plan.” 

   You might not have seen any news coverage of the May 2019 meeting because there was barely any. Why should consumers and 

businesses pay any more attention to the perpetual promise machine that is interprovincial alcohol negotiations? Why should we have 

any confidence in CFTA if after years of negotiations, our governments still cannot agree to let us order a case of wine or beer from out 

of province? Because the stakes are too high. 

   In the face of overwhelming bureaucratic inertia and a lack of political leadership, the business community will continue to propose 

constructive solutions to Canada’s internal trade malaise. As part of our 2019 Vote Prosperity election platform, we are calling for a 

full review of the CFTA to establish an agreement that allows for actual free trade in this country. 

   From July 9 to 11, just a few weeks from now, the Council of the Federation will meet in Saskatoon for its annual meeting.  

Undoubtedly, premiers will talk tough or announce a new plan or promise to improve interprovincial trade. Sadly, given their poor 

record removing these trade barriers, we do not need to take our time machine into the future to know we are just going to get more of 

the same. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

policy@chamber.ca

BC Chamber Celebrates TMX Approval— 
“It’s a Good Day for Canada.”

But Cautions that Federal Government Must Focus on Realistic Policy to Attract Investment Moving Forward

   The BC Chamber of Commerce is pleased to see the 

approval of the Trans Mountain pipeline today—a project 

that is projected to inject $46.7 billion into the Canadian 

economy, and will provide much needed revenue to fund 

many of the social, health, and education services that British 

Columbians rely on. 

   "It’s a good day for Canada and BC,” says Val Litwin, 

President & CEO of the BC Chamber of Commerce. “British 

Columbia is projected to receive $5.7 billion in revenue from 

the project over the next 20 years—to the benefit of 

communities throughout BC, including First Nations and 

Indigenous communities.  But ‘approved’ does not mean 

‘built.’ We need to see a solid plan to complete the project, 

in order to realize these benefits and send the message to the 

world that BC is open for business.” 

   In the BC Chamber of Commerce 2018 Collective 

Perspectives survey—which saw responses from some 900 

members of the BC business community— 57% supported 

the Trans Mountain pipeline (with 21% neutral, 22% 

opposed.) Further, 78% of respondents wanted the 

government to prioritize attracting foreign investment. 

  

   “We are cautiously optimistic—hearing that shovels will be 

in the ground this season is a good sign. Further delays in the 

project’s completion could mean potential investors will simply 

take their money elsewhere,” Litwin says. “Our standard of 

living, and our commitment to addressing Indigenous 

reconciliation and climate action depends on restoring investor 

confidence in Canada and having access to international 

markets.” 

   “While some may view TMX as simply a ‘pipeline project’, 

we see opportunities for families, jobs, infrastructure, and the 

ability to bring marginalized communities into the fold of 

economic stability and prosperity so many of us enjoy. Now, 

Canadians are relying on their government to build a predictable 

regulatory framework, which is in the national interest,” Litwin 

says. 

   The BC Chamber of Commerce is a proud founding partner 

in the Confidence In Canada coalition that last year mobilized 

over 140 local and national organizations, companies, and 

communities in support of the Trans Mountain Pipeline Project. 

 This coalition continues to advocate for Canadians and 

Canadian businesses to ensure this country is an attractive place 

to invest, work, and raise families for generations to come.   
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   If your business, group, or organization is hosting an event and you wish to promote it throughout the community, 

our Facebook page and monthly Chamber Chatter are great opportunities to do so effectively and efficiently. 

   Our facebook page is becoming popular with the community as a resource for current events. We are seeing many 

of our posts reaching over 1200 readers and our page has accumulated over 720 likes. Your event will surely make its 

way throughout the community.  

   To advertise with us please email your information to: manager@chetwyndchamber.ca. (To advertise your event in 

the Chamber Chatter is $25 for full page ad and your ad goes on our website too!) Please note: Posters need to be in a 

Jpeg format for Facebook. We usually schedule the post a few weeks in advance, prior to the event to give the 

community ample time to view. If you have any questions please give us a call at 250-788-3345

Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce 
Member Events & Advertising 

   Our goal, at the Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce, is to 
help foster relationships between your business and others 
within our membership. It is with that in mind we are proud to 
re-introduce the Member to Member Program. 
   The program hopes to be a networking tool that allows 
Chamber Members to receive a discount or other benefit at 
another Chamber Member business. 
   Our mandate is to be the “Voice for Local Business" and 
to promote the well-being of businesses in Chetwynd as well 
as to foster a work, stay and play at home atmosphere to all. 
Our goal is to help foster relationships between your 
business and others within our membership. 
   Each year you will receive one membership card as well 
as recognition as a participating business. Additional cards 
for employees may be purchased through the Chamber of 
Commerce. 
   At this time the Chetwynd Chamber is looking to sign up 
as many members as possible to offer discounts, deals or 
promotions to fellow members. The Chamber is confident 
that participation in the M2M Project will provide a significant 
advantage to members offering an incentive/discount to 
fellow Chamber members. 
   If you have any questions or want to register, please feel 
free to contact us at the Chamber at 5121 47th Avenue or 
via phone at 250-788-3345 or via email at 
manager@chetwyndchamber.ca. 
   Discounts will be displayed on our webpage at 
www.chetwyndchamber.ca and will be updated bi-weekly. 
Should you wish to change your discount, simply contact us 
and we'll make the change.
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Spark Insurance* is offering members significant discounts on non-profit insurance 
packages and has created an efficient online application process that takes less than 5 
minutes; saving your non-profit and charity organizations time and money. Spark 
Insurance offer nine types of nonprofit insurance in one package. 
For more information on Spark Insurance, please contact Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce 
at 250-788-3345

Chamber Perks & Benefits 

BC Chamber members receive discounts off the posted pump price for gasoline, diesel and 
retail purchases with the Shell Triton Card.For more information or to apply. please drop in to 
the Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce or email us at manager@chetwyndchamber.ca

For a small monthly fee, LegalShield drops high hourly rates to offer legal plans that get you 
24/7 access to advice and counsel on an unlimited number of personal legal issues from 
lawyers with an average of 19 years of experience. From wills and estate planning to small 
business protection and identify theft, LegalShield is a one-stop shop for legal counsel and 
services. 
BC Chamber members get an exclusive discount on the monthly fee, making legal solutions for 
your personal and business needs that much more affordable. 
For more information or to apply, please drop in to the Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce or 
email us at manager@chetwyndchamber.ca  

Riipen supports its customers to deliver and manage authentic work related experiences,
talent engagement and industry validated skills for top emerging talent at scale. Riipen’s
cloud-based platform connects three distinct audiences —students, educators, and employers
through real-world projects (known as experiential learning or micro-experiences).

First Data Canada has been selected by The Canadian Chamber of Commerce as their new
payment processing partner.First Data, a leader in the electronic payment processing
industry, offers merchant services discounts to Chamber members. For more information
visit:www.chambermerchantservices.ca

Kubera has replaced VersaPay as the preferred processing provider for BC Chamber of Commerce
Members! Continuing on as the dedicated payments services relationship manager for Chamber of
Commerce members across BC, is Chris Browes (formerly of VersaPay).  Chris Browes and his BC
based team of integration and payments security experts at Kubera Payments will continue to be
the authorized representatives of BluePay implementing these payments services.  

The Chamber Learning Network™ offers online training to members businesses at
discounted rates. There are currently 4,000 different courses and over 1,000
instructional videos online.

Chamber members can now receive hotel and car rental discounts in Canada and around the
world for unlimited business and leisure travel. Hotel savings may be as much as 50%, and
average 10 to 20% below market rates. Savings on car rentals may exceed 35%, with over
1200 car rental suppliers at over 30,000 locations across 175 countries around the
world.Contact the Chetwynd Chamber at 250-788-3345 for more information!



Staples Advantage is the world's largest business-to-business supplier of office essentials, 
print solutions, promotional products and office furniture solutions. Businesses know the 
challenges they face; Staples Advantage works with companies to build a specialty program 
that meets their demands.BC Chamber members can access the Staples Advantage discount 
program, which provides savings on office essentials, print solutions and more. 
For more information or to apply. contact the Chetwynd Chamber.

Over 25,000 businesses purchase group benefits from the Chambers Plan. Comprehensive 
benefit packages apply to home-based businesses and small business firms - with no 
industry restrictions. For-profit businesses with three people and up are eligible for 
guaranteed coverage.Flexible group plans are also available for larger firms with up to 35 
employees. All plans start with employee life insurance. Your Chambers Plan advisor can 
help you select the right options for building as comprehensive a plan as you wish to meet 
your exact needs and fit your budget. Benefit options include life, health, dental and travel 
care insurance, vision care, short and long-term disability, business overhead benefits and 
many others. Guaranteed renewable contract. For more information, please contact the 
Chetwynd Chamber.

Canada's only national airport parking company, Park'N Fly offers BC Chamber Members 
exclusive, lower than web rates which can be used for both leisure and business travel. 
BC Chamber Members that travel frequently can register online to expedite their service and 
receive the discount automatically every time they park with us, additional services are 
included with rewards program.

Petro Canada offers Chamber members 2.0 cents per litre off all grades of gasoline & diesel.
5% discount on all parts and labour at Centigard Car Care Centres. 5% discount on vehicle
propane. Individually numbered credit card for each vehicle. 
For more information, please contact the Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce

Sign up for Constant Contact through your Chamber of Commerce and get a discount of up to
25% - even if you're already a Constant Contact customer 
www.constantcontact.com

Drive Audience Engagement at your Events. Pigeonhole Live is the Simplest Interactive Q&A
Platform for Events, Seminars and Workshops. 
Industry players and key stakeholders gather at your event to share and learn. With Pigeonhole
Live, speakers can now effectively engage with your audience and move conversations forward.

Mills is one of the largest Printing and Business supplies providers in BC since 1949.
Mills offers our members local representation, personalized service and special pricing
packages for all their printing and promotional needs.

Be armed with the skills to effectively engage and interact on various social media platforms and
gain the knowledge and receive support to achieve several  Google Certificates including Ad
words Fundamentals, Search Advertising, Display Advertising and Google Analytics. Contact the
Chetwynd Chamber for more information!



Chamber members can now receive hotel and car rental discounts in Canada and around the
world for unlimited business and leisure travel. Hotel savings may be as much as 50%, and
average 10 to 20% below market rates. Savings on car rentals may exceed 35%, with over 1200
car rental suppliers at over 30,000 locations across 175 countries around the world. For more
information, contact the Chetwynd Chamber for rates and codes. 

Payworks Chamber of Commerce Affinity ProgramNot just a service provider - your business
partner.Canadian-owned Payworks provides comprehensive, innovative and integrated web-
based Payroll, HR and Employee Time Management solutions to businesses across Canada. 
Their integrated online solutions increase payroll accuracy and reduce costly errors. They are
easy to use, and like all Payworks solutions, they are backed by unparalleled client support.
Payworks goal is to help you run your payroll as quickly and easily as possibly, while maintaining
the highest levels of accuracy, reliability, and service. This is how we work. 
For more info, contact www.payworks.ca or the Chetwynd Chamber

Hotline to HR offers chambers, and their members, the opportunity to deliver up-to-date
current information in human resources by providing unlimited and convenient access to HR
assistance 24/7. This program extends to Chamber members and is offered on a
subscription basis. interested? Contact the Chetwynd Chamber.

The BC Chamber of Commerce and Imperial Oil are please to offer the Esso Business Card
Program to all members. Delivered through Esso, this program saves a member business 3.5
cents per liter off the posted pump price at any ESSO-branded service station in Canada. You
can also collect valuable Aeroplan miles on your purchases.  Stop by our office and pick up an
application form. 

Join the BC Mind Reader community now!
www.bcmindreader.com


