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The objective of the 
Chetwynd Chamber of 

Commerce is  to 
promote and improve 
trade and commerce, 

as well as the 
economic, civic, and 

social welfare of 
Chetwynd and the 
surrounding area. 

When you become a Chamber member, a whole world of benefits and 
opportunities is opened up to you. When you become a Chamber 
member, you become part of a group of hardworking, collaborative 
local business people who want to make Chetwynd thrive.

Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce 
Meets with Minister Donaldson on 

Caribou Recovery Plan 
 VICTORIA- On July 16 

the Chetwynd Chamber of 
Commerce, along with the 
BC Chamber and 10 
chambers from the North, 
Okanagan, and 
Kootenays, met with BC 
Minister Doug Donaldson 
to discuss concerns 
related to the Federal 
Species at Risk Act's 
Section 11 Mountain 
Caribou Recovery Plan. 
 Executive Director 
Naomi Larsen from the 
Chetwynd Chamber 
attended to ensure the 
concerns and the voices of 
the Chetwynd Chamber 
membership and the 
community regarding this 
issue were heard. 
 “The ramifications of 
Section 11 and the 
Partnership Agreement on 
our community could be 
devastating,” Larsen said. 
“We wanted the Minister 
to understand just how 
vital it was to make sure 
the government’s 
next consultation plan 

 will include a robust engagement process that will include local community, 
local governments and stakeholders. We also reminded Minister Donaldson to 
reach out to the BC Chamber Network as we could assist in finding a solution 
while growing the economy.” 
Per our BC Chamber adopted policies on the matter, our consortium addressed: 
• The need for more fulsome (and broad) engagement moving forward with 
Indigenous nations, local governments, industry and communities  
• The necessity of substantial and timely socio-economic impact assessments in 
areas that may be affected by any management measures intended to help the 
caribou recover                                                    CONTINUED PAGE 2 
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Our messages were received by the minister, and we are optimistic that meaningful action will be taken in the weeks and months ahead to 
address these above concerns.    
  The Minister stated he appreciates that chambers remain committed “support” organizations on the ground, when it comes to enabling 
deeper consultations moving forward. 
   “Our network will continue to focus on strategies that protect both our iconic caribou and thriving local economies and communities,” says 
Val Litwin, CEO of the BC Chamber of Commerce. “The BC Chamber and our member chambers look forward to continuing to work with 
the Province on this important file.” 
   Larsen also presented Donaldson with an envelope of letters from members of the Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce as well as community 
members outlining their concerns with Section 11 and the Partnership Agreement. Chambers in attendance included: Dawson Creek, 
Revelstoke, Fort Nelson, Chetwynd, Sicamous, Prince George, Fort St. John, Tumbler Ridge. (Attending remotely were: Nakusp, Kelowna & 
Mackenzie) 

Donaldson presented with local letters
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The BC Chamber of Commerce wins international 
visionary award for BCMINDREADER.COM

Vancouver BC, July 15, 2019 – The BC Chamber has been named a 2019 Visionary Award winner by Vision Critical, a global customer 

insights firm. These awards—given to 11 organizations from across the globe each year—showcase brands that demonstrate excellence in 

using insights to improve their organization’s performance and efficacy. The BC Chamber is in good company with this award. A few of 

the 11 international companies in the winners’ circle include Twitter, Conde Nast, Toyota, and The Pittsburg Pirates baseball franchise. 

  The BC Chamber of Commerce created BCMindReader.com to provide government with faster and more representative insights about 

BC business and the BC economy. With the 1500+ businesses represented in BCMindReader.com, the BC Chamber can gather and splice 

business data from every size, sector, and region of BC’s economy, and instantly share that information with all levels of government. 

  “It’s the natural, digital evolution of the Chamber’s core organizational purpose — to Know What’s on BC’s Mind,” says BC Chamber 

CEO Val Litwin. 

  With this access, the chamber also identified new partnership opportunities with government, media and the private sectors, that continue 

to increase their profile as a business leader across BC. One of the goals of the platform is to gather faster, deeper insights on the BC 

business landscape. 

  “Other sources of insight from business yield a very small response, usually fewer than 100 voices. With BCMindReader.com and 

through the power of our regional chamber network, 600+ people typically weigh in on issues, so government and media are more likely 

to listen. The chamber typically sees a 25% response rate and we conducted an average of two studies per month in 2018,” Litwin says. 

  “Customer advocacy focuses on customers’ interests and supports their wants, needs, and input. Our Visionary Award winners strive to 

introduce the voice of the customer into every facet of their business,” said Kelly Hall, Chief Customer Officer at Vision Critical. 

  In 2018-2019, the BC Chamber and its network of local chambers used BCMindReader.com to drive its policy and advocacy efforts by 

sharing data with government decision makers, and to drive high-profile media coverage for issues impacting BC’s business community. 

 

About the BC Chamber 

The BC Chamber of Commerce is the largest and most broadly-based business organization in British Columbia. Representing more than 

125 Chambers of Commerce and Boards of Trade, and 36,000 businesses of every size, sector and region of the province, the BC 

Chamber of Commerce is The Voice of Business in B.C.

Why join? 
 

You’ll participate in surveys 
on topics you care about. All 
related to BC business and 

the provincial economy. 
Information gathered 

through BC MindReader 
informs our advocacy efforts 

and policy direction. 
We don't just gather 

insights, we also share it 
back with you—so you can 
make data-driven decisions 

about your business. 
Members are segmented by 
sector, region, gender (and 
more) to give us—and YOU 
—better insight into various 
business demographics. 



Featured  Business

Zentyme Designs
ZenTyme Designs offers instruction in the Zentangle Method of creating art. 
This method helps the user create art in the form of abstract designs. It is 
easy to learn, even for those who don’t consider themselves artistic. 
Zentangle art promotes relaxation and improves concentration and focus. 
This six hour course introduces participants to the method, and participants 
will go home with a piece of their own artwork. Participants will also be able 
to purchase materials if they wish, including paper tiles, pencils and pens. 
Periodic drop-in sessions are also available so that participants can 
continue to learn and be inspired and encouraged to continue with their 
creative endeavours.
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Meet Margaret Mabius. When 
Margaret retired from her job in the BC 
education system, she decided to 
pursue a new endeavour, one which 
would allow her to creatively combine 
business and art. The ability to do 
business on her own terms and 
according to her own values was 
important to her. She became a 
certified Zentangle instructor and now 
shares this fun and inspiring method 
with others.
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This is a great opportunity
for all small locally owned

and non-franchise
businesses, including
artisans, crafters and
musicians. If you have

found it overwhelming to
try to produce professional
and polished  advertising
campaigns, and having a
personalized professional

website for your product is
something you  wanted but
don't have the resources to
maintain...Love Chetwynd

is for you!  
Northern Development

Initiative Trust has heavily
invested in this project to

help build small businesses
in  Northern BC. All sign up

costs go directly back to
supporting the local

advertising campaign and
are only used to support

the Love Chetwynd project.
Log onto

www.lovechetwynd.com for
more information!

Canada’s Cannabis Opportunity: 
Let’s Think Bigger

It has been nearly ten months since Canada became the second country and first large developed economy 

in the world to legalize recreational cannabis for adult use. This bold economic experiment is generating 

new jobs and economic opportunity as thousands of Canadians have flocked to work in this bourgeoning 

industry. Unlike other new industries that often generate localized growth in specific regions or large cities, 

the cannabis industry is proving far more expansive, providing new opportunities across the entire country 

including in many smaller and rural communities. 

   This growth is being fueled by hundreds of entrepreneurial and innovative companies that have been 

running non-stop to establish a foothold in this new market. At the same time, federal, provincial and 

municipal governments have undertaken an enormous amount of work to establish legal frameworks for 

the recreational cannabis industry. Given how far we have come in so little time, it is not surprising that 

governments, like many companies participating in this brand new sector, have not gotten every decision 

correct.  

  Federal regulators, who by their nature are risk adverse, have been even more so in the development or 

the rules governing the production, distribution and sale of cannabis. It is understandable why: it is not just 

Canadians watching, it is the entire world. While regulators and businesses may disagree about some of 

these rules, they do share a common goal of making sure Canada gets this right.   

   Getting it right means that we need balanced regulatory frameworks so that we do not lose the 

competitive advantage that we have. So where do the rules still need refining? The high federal regulatory, 

tax and user fee burden on producers is giving the illegal market a competitive price advantage, as was 

predicted by many before legalization. Federal marketing and packaging rules have also created overly 

restrictive and confusing rules for Canadian companies to promote themselves and their products. On top 

of strict federal rules for edibles, beverages and topicals that will become legal later this year, Quebec is 

proposing to prohibit a wide range of edible products which means those products would continue to be 

supplied by the unregulated illegal market in that province.   

   With our head start, Canada has the potential to be a world leader in the nascent global cannabis industry 

as other countries liberalize their medical and recreational markets. However, taking advantage of this 

unprecedented opportunity means we cannot rest on our laurels about being the first, it means we must 

continue to learn from our experience and adapt.  

  This opportunity is why the Canadian Chamber, along with Fire & Flower, one of Canada’s leading 

cannabis retailers, has launched the National Cannabis Working Group. The National Cannabis Working 

Group is co-chaired by Fire & Flower’s Nathan Mison, Vice President of Government and Stakeholder 

Relations and includes many of Canada’s largest cannabis companies. It also includes important ancillary 

August 8, 2019 businesses supporting the sector’s growth with the shared goal of advocating for policies 

that foster a strong, competitive sector while helping governments achieve their health and safety 

objectives.  

   As Canada approaches the one-year anniversary of legalized recreational cannabis, it is a good time to 

take stock of not just where our new cannabis industry has come from, but where we want to go. 

Charting that path forward will require business and governments to work closely together, overcome our 

typical Canadian modesty and boldly seize the opportunity in front of us. We only get one shot at being 

first.
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   If your business, group, or organization is hosting an event and you wish to promote it throughout the community, 

our Facebook page and monthly Chamber Chatter are great opportunities to do so effectively and efficiently. 

   Our facebook page is becoming popular with the community as a resource for current events. We are seeing many 

of our posts reaching over 1200 readers and our page has accumulated over 720 likes. Your event will surely make its 

way throughout the community.  

   To advertise with us please email your information to: manager@chetwyndchamber.ca. (To advertise your event in 

the Chamber Chatter is $25 for full page ad and your ad goes on our website too!) Please note: Posters need to be in a 

Jpeg format for Facebook. We usually schedule the post a few weeks in advance, prior to the event to give the 

community ample time to view. If you have any questions please give us a call at 250-788-3345

Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce 
Member Events & Advertising 

   Our goal, at the Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce, is to 
help foster relationships between your business and others 
within our membership. It is with that in mind we are proud to 
re-introduce the Member to Member Program. 
   The program hopes to be a networking tool that allows 
Chamber Members to receive a discount or other benefit at 
another Chamber Member business. 
   Our mandate is to be the “Voice for Local Business" and 
to promote the well-being of businesses in Chetwynd as well 
as to foster a work, stay and play at home atmosphere to all. 
Our goal is to help foster relationships between your 
business and others within our membership. 
   Each year you will receive one membership card as well 
as recognition as a participating business. Additional cards 
for employees may be purchased through the Chamber of 
Commerce. 
   At this time the Chetwynd Chamber is looking to sign up 
as many members as possible to offer discounts, deals or 
promotions to fellow members. The Chamber is confident 
that participation in the M2M Project will provide a significant 
advantage to members offering an incentive/discount to 
fellow Chamber members. 
   If you have any questions or want to register, please feel 
free to contact us at the Chamber at 5121 47th Avenue or 
via phone at 250-788-3345 or via email at 
manager@chetwyndchamber.ca. 
   Discounts will be displayed on our webpage at 
www.chetwyndchamber.ca and will be updated bi-weekly. 
Should you wish to change your discount, simply contact us 
and we'll make the change.
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Spark Insurance* is offering members significant discounts on non-profit insurance 
packages and has created an efficient online application process that takes less than 5 
minutes; saving your non-profit and charity organizations time and money. Spark 
Insurance offer nine types of nonprofit insurance in one package. 
For more information on Spark Insurance, please contact Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce 
at 250-788-3345

Chamber Perks & Benefits 

BC Chamber members receive discounts off the posted pump price for gasoline, diesel and 
retail purchases with the Shell Triton Card.For more information or to apply. please drop in to 
the Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce or email us at manager@chetwyndchamber.ca

For a small monthly fee, LegalShield drops high hourly rates to offer legal plans that get you 
24/7 access to advice and counsel on an unlimited number of personal legal issues from 
lawyers with an average of 19 years of experience. From wills and estate planning to small 
business protection and identify theft, LegalShield is a one-stop shop for legal counsel and 
services. 
BC Chamber members get an exclusive discount on the monthly fee, making legal solutions for 
your personal and business needs that much more affordable. 
For more information or to apply, please drop in to the Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce or 
email us at manager@chetwyndchamber.ca  

Riipen supports its customers to deliver and manage authentic work related experiences, 
talent engagement and industry validated skills for top emerging talent at scale. Riipen’s 
cloud-based platform connects three distinct audiences —students, educators, and employers 
through real-world projects (known as experiential learning or micro-experiences).

First Data Canada has been selected by The Canadian Chamber of Commerce as their new 
payment processing partner.First Data, a leader in the electronic payment processing 
industry, offers merchant services discounts to Chamber members. For more information 
visit:www.chambermerchantservices.ca

Kubera has replaced VersaPay as the preferred processing provider for BC Chamber of Commerce 
Members! Continuing on as the dedicated payments services relationship manager for Chamber of
Commerce members across BC, is Chris Browes (formerly of VersaPay).  Chris Browes and his BC 
based team of integration and payments security experts at Kubera Payments will continue to be 
the authorized representatives of BluePay implementing these payments services.  

The Chamber Learning Network™ offers online training to members businesses at 
discounted rates. There are currently 4,000 different courses and over 1,000 
instructional videos online.

Chamber members can now receive hotel and car rental discounts in Canada and around the 
world for unlimited business and leisure travel. Hotel savings may be as much as 50%, and 
average 10 to 20% below market rates. Savings on car rentals may exceed 35%, with over 
1200 car rental suppliers at over 30,000 locations across 175 countries around the 
world.Contact the Chetwynd Chamber at 250-788-3345 for more information!



Staples Advantage is the world's largest business-to-business supplier of office essentials, 
print solutions, promotional products and office furniture solutions. Businesses know the 
challenges they face; Staples Advantage works with companies to build a specialty program 
that meets their demands.BC Chamber members can access the Staples Advantage discount 
program, which provides savings on office essentials, print solutions and more. 
For more information or to apply. contact the Chetwynd Chamber.

Over 25,000 businesses purchase group benefits from the Chambers Plan. Comprehensive 
benefit packages apply to home-based businesses and small business firms - with no 
industry restrictions. For-profit businesses with three people and up are eligible for 
guaranteed coverage.Flexible group plans are also available for larger firms with up to 35 
employees. All plans start with employee life insurance. Your Chambers Plan advisor can 
help you select the right options for building as comprehensive a plan as you wish to meet 
your exact needs and fit your budget. Benefit options include life, health, dental and travel 
care insurance, vision care, short and long-term disability, business overhead benefits and 
many others. Guaranteed renewable contract. For more information, please contact the 
Chetwynd Chamber.

Canada's only national airport parking company, Park'N Fly offers BC Chamber Members 
exclusive, lower than web rates which can be used for both leisure and business travel. 
BC Chamber Members that travel frequently can register online to expedite their service and 
receive the discount automatically every time they park with us, additional services are 
included with rewards program.

Petro Canada offers Chamber members 2.0 cents per litre off all grades of gasoline & diesel.
5% discount on all parts and labour at Centigard Car Care Centres. 5% discount on vehicle
propane. Individually numbered credit card for each vehicle. 
For more information, please contact the Chetwynd Chamber of Commerce

Sign up for Constant Contact through your Chamber of Commerce and get a discount of up to
25% - even if you're already a Constant Contact customer 
www.constantcontact.com

Drive Audience Engagement at your Events. Pigeonhole Live is the Simplest Interactive Q&A
Platform for Events, Seminars and Workshops. 
Industry players and key stakeholders gather at your event to share and learn. With Pigeonhole
Live, speakers can now effectively engage with your audience and move conversations forward.

Mills is one of the largest Printing and Business supplies providers in BC since 1949. 
Mills offers our members local representation, personalized service and special pricing 
packages for all their printing and promotional needs.

Be armed with the skills to effectively engage and interact on various social media platforms and 
gain the knowledge and receive support to achieve several  Google Certificates including Ad 
words Fundamentals, Search Advertising, Display Advertising and Google Analytics. Contact the 
Chetwynd Chamber for more information!



Chamber members can now receive hotel and car rental discounts in Canada and around the 
world for unlimited business and leisure travel. Hotel savings may be as much as 50%, and 
average 10 to 20% below market rates. Savings on car rentals may exceed 35%, with over 1200 
car rental suppliers at over 30,000 locations across 175 countries around the world. For more 
information, contact the Chetwynd Chamber for rates and codes. 

Payworks Chamber of Commerce Affinity ProgramNot just a service provider - your business
partner.Canadian-owned Payworks provides comprehensive, innovative and integrated web-
based Payroll, HR and Employee Time Management solutions to businesses across Canada. 
Their integrated online solutions increase payroll accuracy and reduce costly errors. They are
easy to use, and like all Payworks solutions, they are backed by unparalleled client support.
Payworks goal is to help you run your payroll as quickly and easily as possibly, while maintaining
the highest levels of accuracy, reliability, and service. This is how we work. 
For more info, contact www.payworks.ca or the Chetwynd Chamber

Hotline to HR offers chambers, and their members, the opportunity to deliver up-to-date 
current information in human resources by providing unlimited and convenient access to HR 
assistance 24/7. This program extends to Chamber members and is offered on a 
subscription basis. interested? Contact the Chetwynd Chamber.

The BC Chamber of Commerce and Imperial Oil are please to offer the Esso Business Card 
Program to all members. Delivered through Esso, this program saves a member business 3.5 
cents per liter off the posted pump price at any ESSO-branded service station in Canada. You 
can also collect valuable Aeroplan miles on your purchases.  Stop by our office and pick up an 
application form. 

Join the BC Mind Reader community now! 
www.bcmindreader.com




